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Atmospheric CO2 over time

a good reason to switch from óbelow groundô carbon to renewables

CO2 Concentration in Ice Core Samples and
Projections for Next 100 Years
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ñPeak Oilò  another good reason to move away from fossil energy. 

Advocates say that oil extraction will decline soon.



Dept. of Energy puts the peak between 2021 to 2112,

depending on oil extraction and consumption rates.

Mid-point of oil 

extraction and 

economic growth 

estimates



It doesnôt take much of a price hike to óshockô 

our food and farming system- and spur innovation!
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There are both commodity-scale  and community-scale 
órenewableô energy markets. 

Theyôre not mutually exclusive, but theyôre very 
different in terms of how a farm fits with them.



Different Farm Fuel óPathsô

ÅEnergy ON the farm FOR local farms

é a community resource

ÅEnergy FROM the farm FOR society

é just another commodity?



Some systems work at both the 
commodity- and the community-scale



Manure to biogas to electricity provides wholesale 
power, but also: on -farm hot water, ófreeô 
beddingéand nutrient management benefits.

600,000 gallon plug-flow digester for 1,100 cow farm


